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her reforms of the entire system of education in Austria,
In this educational programme, too, Maria Theresa
never for an instant forgot the ultimate objective of all
of her reforms: the centralisation of authority in her
person. The University of Vienna, for instance, which
had been a private corporation, became part of the
government's educational department, and thus came
directly under her control.

The new centralisation of authority was in some
ways beneficial to education. Examinations were made
uniform in all of the secondary schools in the country;
all schoolmasters had to be approved by a responsible
commission in Vienna ; the standards of tuition rose in
all Austrian schools.

Before this time, education had been dominated by
the Jesuits. Maria Theresa startled many of her
religious friends by encouraging the appointment of
laymen as school-teachers. She herself had been educated
by Jesuits, and she never dismissed her Jesuit confessor,
but under van Swieten's influence she gradually de-
creased the influence of the Order in Austria. From a
practical point of view, it does not matter whether she
restricted the power of the Jesuits because she was
enlightened or merely because the great influence of the
Order was incompatible with the supreme authority of
the Crown. The fact remains that, long before she
reluctantly suppressed the Order altogether in Austria
in 1773, she had begun to curtail the Jesuits' activities
in her Kingdoms.

At times, in fact, devout and bigoted Catholic
though she remained to the end of her life, she resented
the privileges enjoyed by the clergy. " I do not think
it wise/' she wrote when she was contemplating her

educational reforms, " to make more concessions to the
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